Sample Letter Template 
Dear Editor,
I was pleased to see that [WRITER]’s [DATE] article, [TITLE] included vital information on [“the importance of the Pap smear” and/or “the new HPV vaccine”] for cervical cancer.  However, I believe your readers would greatly benefit from knowing that the FDA-approved HPV test is another essential tool women can use to protect themselves from the highly preventable cancer. 
[Include any elements of your personal story that might be relevant.]
[If only the Pap is mentioned in an article:] It’s a little known fact that the Pap smear alone isn’t perfect, which is why women 30 and older should ask their doctors for the HPV test along with their Pap.  Women get added protection against cervical cancer when are screened for the virus that causes the disease at the same that they get the Pap to look for abnormal cell changes.  When both tests are taken together, screening accuracy increases to nearly 100 percent!

[If only the vaccine is mentioned in an article:] In addition, although the vaccine is great news, it’s important to note that it doesn’t offer full protection.  
I’ve learned that knowing your HPV status can potentially mean the difference between life and death.  Luckily, women who are identified with HPV can be monitored closely and treated early -- before cancer has a chance to develop.  
Thank you, 

[NAME
ADDRESS]
